
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF FEBRUARY 18, 2020 

 

The Work Session of February 18, 2020 called to order at 6:33 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk.  

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Kim Custer, Evergreen Avenue, asked if Boxwood Hall had a timeline for dealing with the 

drainage condition, the building condition and when the park was going to happen.  The 

Administrator replied that the construction is expected to finish in March.  The timeline for 

selling Boxwood Hall would be late spring, where we will be going out for proposals.  Ms. 

Custer asked if the building will be sold as is, since the condition is deteriorating, to which 

the Administrator replied affirmatively.  Ms. Custer then asked if she would be able to 

make suggestions to the Borough regarding the two historic structures on the Bancroft 

site as she moves forward with her research on them.  The Administrator replied she can 

certainly make suggestions regarding the stone building, but the hospital building will go 

to the developer once the property is purchased. 

 

Herb Hess, W. Redman Avenue, asked if there has been an application to the State 

Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to install the protection for the stained-glass windows 

at Lullworth Hall.  The Administrator replied that a request has been made and the 

materials needed to be ordered. 

 

Ms. Custer and Mr. Hess the left the meeting at 6:49 p.m. 

 

Issues with the Haddonfield Adult School (HAS) and the Board of Education (BOE) over 

the use of the BOE facilities for these classes was reviewed by the Administrator.  She 

noted that the BOE created their policy in 2001allowing HAS to use their facilities.  Per the 

County Superintendent there are certain changes the BOE must make with regards to 

HAS.  As a result HAS reached out to the Haddonfield Public Library to see if their classes 

could be run through the library, which is covered by the Borough’s tax ID and insurance.  

Therefore, the Commissioners would have to give their approval before this could be 

done.  The Administrator expressed concerns over possible increased insurance costs and 

potential claims.  However, HAS could create a not-for-profit organization, or even a for-

profit one, which would eliminate that requirement.  Additionally, they are looking into 

getting their own insurance.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked if this would even be 

allowed under our insurance coverage.  The Administrator stated that she would need 

to research that information.  She also noted that not all the classes could be moved to 

the library, and some would still be located at the school for a nominal fee from the BOE.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich agreed with the concerns about the potential liabilities.  The 

Administrator noted that one of the issues between HAS and the BOE were auditing in 

nature and talked about procedures that would have to be established and followed 

should the Commissioners agree to this use of the library.  Commissioner Kasko stated that 

before he could make any decisions HAS would need to confirm if they would be able 

to obtain insurance, as well as set up their own bank accounts.  The Borough Solicitor 

commented on the insurance coverage and the limits that would be required, as well as 



any additional JIF requirements.  The Commissioners agreed that they needed to find out 

more about any insurance requirements and costs before they would make a decision. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed the draft Bill of Sale document from New Jersey 

American Water (NJAW) for the Centre Street Lift Station located on our Public Works 

Department (DPW) property.  The Borough Solicitor asked if this just covered personal 

property.  The Administrator replied affirmatively, that the land is owned by the Borough.  

Mayor Rochford asked if there were remediation issues with the building.  The 

Administrator replied that she would have to check into whether or not there were any 

remediation issues. 

 

Next, the status of the water tower on E. Cottage Avenue was discussed.  The 

Commissioners discussed the size of the lot, which would be non-conforming due to the 

depth, should the water tower be demolished.  Questions were raised as to whether or 

not NJAW would be willing to demolish the tower.  The Commissioners also discussed the 

possibility of putting a cell tower there if the water tower was demolished.  The 

Administrator noted that NJAW was asking the Borough for direction on what we wanted 

done at the site.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich suggested finding out if NJAW would be 

willing to demolish the tower before making a decision.  The Commissioners agreed 

unanimously to the suggestion. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed various documents on file regarding the Presbyterian 

Church Parking Lot agreement.  The Administrator stated that when the State visited the 

church for their annual inspection of the preschool facilities, they required them to install 

steel bollards in the parking lot adjacent to the church playground.  She noted that this 

was not in the section that is used by the Borough for our parking permit program.  She 

further noted that a member of the church’s finance committee is stating that the 

Borough should pay the $8,420 that it cost them to install the bollards.  Commissioner 

Bianco Bezich reviewed her concerns regarding paying for bollards as requested by 

Church, which are required because of the school being located there.  It was noted 

that the Borough only uses 38 spaces at the lot used by the Borough and our revenue 

from those spaces do not bring in enough to cover snow removal costs.  The Administrator 

pointed out that a renewal period comes up at the end of 2020, with automatic 5-year 

renewal and suggested re-negotiating the contract by the end of this year.  Mayor 

Rochford noted that the parking area where the bollards are located is exclusively used 

by the church and should be their expense.  The Administrator asked if the Commissioners 

wished to provide notice to the church regarding the re-negotiations of the agreement.  

The Commissioners agreed unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich presented a draft copy of the Social Media Policy she is 

working on and asked that the Commissioners review for discussion at the next work 

session.  She noted that this document is comprised of documents from other 

municipalities and is just about the process of using social media for the Borough.  Mayor 

Rochford suggested that employees be reminded that they can’t have right of privacy 

if using our computers. 

 

The Administrator reviewed the synopsis of the four responses to the Request for Proposal 

(RFP) for Engineering Services and reminded the Commissioners that they had agreed to 



move forward with making a decision once the Princeton Hydro report had been 

received.  Mayor Rochford suggested that this discussion be held in closed session.  The 

Commissioners agreed to discuss in closed session at the end of the meeting. 

 

The February 25th meeting agenda was reviewed.  The Commissioners agreed to add an 

RFP for an Affordable Housing Developer to the agenda. 

 

The Administrator announced that the Partnership for Haddonfield (PfH) have requested 

the Commissioners to allow them to leave the holiday lights up until mid-February in 2021.  

She also noted that this has been approved in the past, but there have been issues with 

light strands going out before the date to remove them and it can end up not looking 

nice.  It also takes away the specialness of having them up for the Christmas holidays.  

Commissioner Kasko stated that he was okay to leave them up until February 14th.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich also indicated that she was okay with leaving them up.  The 

Commissioners agreed unanimously.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that this year’s 

Valentine’s Day event was successful.  There were over 40 couples who renewed their 

vows at the ceremony at the heart sculpture.  Additionally, a Restaurant Week, 

sponsored by the Food & Beverage Cooperative in town, is being organized.  This group 

will also work with PfH on the event. 

 

The draft 2020 Borough Budget packet provided to the Commissioners was reviewed by 

the Administrator.  She noted that this is a very rough draft and there is no detail as yet.  

She will have more information at the next work session.  

 

The Administrator then reviewed current standard practices regarding sidewalk work as 

a part of the Road Program.  We currently aren’t doing sidewalks unless absolutely 

necessary and only installing where necessary.  A question has arisen for the 2020 Road 

Program because there are issues due to brick sidewalk and roots have caused lumps 

and bumps.  Do we want to continue with our current standard practice or do we want 

to fix these issues?  When questioned, the Administrator stated that we stopped including 

sidewalks because it was taking away money from road program.  She asked the 

Commissioners if they wanted to address all trip and fall areas within the current year’s 

Road Program.  The Commissioners agreed that the Administrator should be advised 

when there are problem areas that may need to be addressed. 

 

At 7:49 p.m. Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss Bancroft 

negotiations and personnel appointments, which was seconded by Commissioner Kasko.  

The Commissioners voted unanimously on the motion. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:57 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Kasko stated he was still working with the Tax Assessor regarding the 

waiving of taxes for both the property on Concord Drive, as well as the one at Lincoln 

Avenue and Walnut Street that was destroyed by fire. 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 p.m. and 

seconded by Commissioner Kasko.  The Commissioners unanimously approved the 

motion. 



 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

 


